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country was the rhythmic undulation of his large body; over
really bad ground he actually bobbed up and down.

Enoimous electric fans were placed above the driver's
seat, facing the passengers, and it was possible for each
passenger to pull down blinds to exclude the sunlight,
a reminder of the heat in which such journeys are made
later in the year. The seats were of tubular steel, extrava-
gantly padded and specially sprung, and were fitted with a
device enabling you to lilt them backwards until you lie
almost flat. This was designed for extra comfort during
night travel.

I turned with interest to my literature, where I learned
that the pioneer car journey across this desert took place in
April 1923, when two Buicks and two Dodges did the journey
in four days, and, I gathered, had a rough time. In the
autumn of the same year the first service was started with
Cadillac cars. The route had to be altered during the Druse
rebellion, when one of the cars was attacked and a driver
killed; but the Company was determined to run the mail
service regularly, and never allowed it to lapse. It has always
been necessary to pay safety money to the Bedouin tribes,
who for centuries have regarded travellers in the desert as
their rightful prey. Sheik AH Basan, a Bedouin living in
Damascus, at first provided the safe conduct and received as
his reward a third of the mail contract, but during a re-
organisation he was given shares in the company, a delightful
modern touch.

In 1927 a new type of car, the result of four years' ex-
perience, was made specially for desert travel. It was built
in the United Stales and shipped to Syria. Since then the
history of the Company has been that of mechanical improve-
ments, of extra comfort for travellers, and cheaper fares.

Long Jack turned now and then, speaking above the roar
of his engine, but conversation was not easy in the noise.
He told me that the car travelled a mile on five gallons of
petrol and that it consumed one hundred and ten gallons
between Damascus and Baghdad.

" "Why don't you use British cars? " I shouted.
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